Ladies and Gentlemen members of the audience

Organisers and participants of the sixth London Kurdish Film Festival

At the conclusion of the festival, I would like to thank you on behalf of the employees of the Ministry of Culture of the Government of the Region of Kurdistan. We express our wishes for your festival for more success and triumphant future in your stride to serve the culture and art of Kurdistan and promote it within the international community. Your festival plays a major role in cultivating the creative energies of the youth of Kurdistan as a whole. 
The objective of the Ministry of Culture remains to be the continued support of the artistic and cultural endeavours, whether in Kurdistan or outside, to harness a genuine and sophisticated Kurdish Cinema trend that serves the Kurdish people and the whole humanity.
Our ministry continues its stride in supporting the Kurdish Cinema, which over the past years we have produced 28 feature films in addition to scores of documentaries and short films. In the next few months we are panning to organise several film festivals for the creative youth in Erbil, Sulaimani, Kirkuk and Duhok, to which we have allocated considerable funds.

Indeed the ministry has already embarked upon an ambitious plan to lay down the infrastructure for a cinema movement in Iraqi Kurdistan, starting with establishing a wider cultural cult in all cities and towns through organising weekly cinema events, as currently is undergoing in Koye, Zakho, Khanqeen, Mekhmoor, Kirkuk, Soran, Dukan and Akre. These efforts stems from our rooted belief in bringing the cinema experience to the most remote corners of Kurdistan.

In the next four years, as part of our infrastructure construction projects, we are committed to build 28 venues that are furnished with screens and equipped with the projectors. We are also planning to utilise these venues to hold advanced training courses for the youth living within and outside Kurdistan. In addition to that we are planning to supply the General Directorate of Cinema and their regional branches with the equipment that enable them to produce cinematic work.
We are also engaged in encouraging local and foreign investments whether they are generated from private or government sources for partnership. Our aim is to provide the opportunity for all people of Kurdistan to experience cinema and to be familiar with the Kurdish production of movies as well as introducing the Kurdish creative talents to the wider audience in the wide world to promote Kurdish culture and social aspects of Kurdish life and history. 

Once again we congratulate you and our nation for the success of the sixth London Kurdish Film Festival and reiterate our gratitude to the organising committee and the sponsors for their efforts.

With our highest regards 

Dr. Kawe Mehmood 

Minister of Youth and Culture

Kurdistan Region Government – Iraq

